
Reflections on the Word of God for the 
Second Sunday in Lent. Year A. 2023 
 
Genesis. 12. 1-4 (Abraham leaves his country) 
2 Timothy 1. 8b-10 (Rely on the power of God) 
Matthew 17. 1-9 (The Transfiguration) 

 
We have all faced drastic changes in our lives. We may not have sought these 
changes. They filled us with trepidation and left us wondering where we would 
end up. We wondered if we would ever regain our balance.  
 
We can well imagine Abraham’s fear when he was asked by God to leave his 
country, his security, and what he knew for something unknown. With no good 
reason, with no evidence to show that things would be better, Abraham set out 
on an unknown journey. He placed his trust in God. 
 
The author of the second reading encourages us to rely on the power of God, 
“who saves us and calls us, according to His own purpose and grace.”  
 
Jesus relied on the power of God, forsaking riches, power, and fame, giving up 
control and responded to God’s call. Jesus grew in a deep relationship with God. 
God was not an abstract idea for Jesus. God is personal and Jesus entered a deep, 
personal relationship with God. This deep relationship enabled Jesus to accept the 
changes in his life, knowing that these changes were according to the purpose of 
God and that he (Jesus) would be given the grace to move forward to new life.  
 
The Transfiguration is not some cheap trick to prove the divinity of Jesus. It 
reveals how our lives will be changed when we, like Jesus, grow in a deep 
relationship with God. Jesus shone in glory and revealed the face of God. As we 
grow in a relationship with God, we become more like God, aware of who we are, 
children of God.  More and more, we will realize our connection to others as 
children of God, and our call to serve one another. We are encouraged not to 
fear, but to trust that God will move in our lives as God moved in the life of Jesus 
and, as the glory of God shone through Jesus, the glory of God will shine through 
us.  
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